Believe! Maire Children’s SCholarship Fund

Invest In

THE FUTURE OF

a child!

We would like to
thank some of our
generous contributors
this past year:

JGQ Property
Management

Loiselle, Goodwin & Hinds
Anonymous

Anonymous

Cheryl Russell

Children First America

Support Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund today and
help secure a better future for a child tomorrow.

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift to Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund

[]1$1,700 for a student for 1 year [1$170 for a student for 1 month

[1$850 for a student for 5 months [] Other

Please make checks payable to Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund.

Contact us for information or to contribute gifts of securities.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Email

Please mail to: Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund
27 State Street Suite 64A

Bangor ME 04401

Applications have been received by the following communities for school year 2002-03

Arundel 2 Canaan 2
Ashland 2 Carmel 1
Augusta 2 Cary 2
Auburn 6 Casco 1
Bangor 29 Castine 2
Bar Harbor 4 Chelsea 1
Bar Mills 2 Cherryfield 10
Bath 1 China 1
Belmont 1 Clifton 1
Biddeford 1 Columbia Falls 1
Blue Hill 10 Cornish 1
Bowdoinham 1 Cutler 3
Brewer 9 Ellsworth 5
Berwick 19 Etna 2
Brunswick 4 Exeter 3
Bryant Pond 1 Freeport 2
Burnham 1 Glenburn 4
Buxton 2 Gorham 4

Gray 2 Limerick 5 QOrrington 1 Standish 3
Guilford 1 Limestone 1 Otisfield 1 Steep Falls 3
Hampden 4 Lincoln 1 Palmyra 1 Steuben 15
Harrington 4 Lisbon 5 Paris 11 Stillwater 3
Hartland 6 Machias 1 Parsonfield 6 Topsham 4
Hebron 1 Madison 2 Passadumkeag 2 Turner 2
Hermon 1 Mariaville 4 Penobscot 4 Union 5
Hollis Center 2 Mars Hill 5 Pittsfield 3 Unity 3
Houlton 9 Mattawamkeag 2 Plymouth 2 Van Buren 1
Hudson 2 Monticello 5 Porter 1 Waldoboro 2
Kenduskeag 3 Montville 4 Portland 28 Waterboro 4
Kingman 1 Naples 1 Rome 1 Westbrook 3
Kittery 1 Newburgh 2 Sabattus 6 Windham 1
Knox 1 Nobleboro 2 Saco 5 Windsor 3
La grange 3 Norway 3 Sanford 5 Winslow 2
Levant 1 Oakland 3 Sidney 1

Lewiston 12 Old Town 1 Springvale 2

Liberty 3 Orono 5 St. Albans 2
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Drawing by Logan , Age 9

Help us Celebrate
Education
Freedom
Week

October 6-12,
2002

Visit our booth
at the
Bangor Mall!

Maine Children’s
Sclnolarship Fund

27 State Street, Suite 64A
Bangor ME 04401

Tel: 207-945-6893

Fax: 207-945-6583
www.mecsf.org

Kari Picard
Director
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Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund

From the Director

“The foundation of every state is the education
of its youth.”
— Diogenes, Allen

The Maine Children’s Scholarship Fund received 400
applications this year from 106 towns and awarded
31 new scholarships. We now have a total of 75
scholarship students attending seventeen schools
across the state!

Kari Picard

We are half way through our annual fund campaign and have
already raised 80 percent of our $170,000 goal! Each year we add
new contributors. Thank you! We still need to raise the additional
$27,500 to qualify for the matching grant from Children First
America. Please consider a generous contribution for the
educational excellence of a Maine child.

Watch Us Grow!

Scholarships Schools Value of
Given Added to Total
Each Year Program Scholarships
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Applications for the 2003-2004 will be accepted from January 1, 2003-April 30, 2003

For more information please visit our website at www.mecsf.org or call 207-945-6893




Believe!

Children First America Conference

by Kari Picard

chool chole & increasing
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copntry and showing that
pompetithon m edocation
inproves student perform
ance gnid sireiches the tax
dnllay, Intezestinghy Maine
iz leading i@ mation in benefiting
Erom education competition,

The 1.8, Supreme Court recently
Approteed the Clovelard school chodis:
progran, whidch pays partial tustion in
private sehools of the parents’ choos:
iig. This hing enalilad many parents io
select an allernaiive to thair bocal pub
i ackeed, and hes noreased the mam-
T o aedools competing for students,
The pahlse: wincher pays 90 percent of
nirlom, with the parends paying the
halanca, Onher options i the Cleve
lsmid plamn include trarsier ton charter
sthood, mEEnet schoal or afterschoal
tgioring, and sre Fres to parents.

The average Clevelsmd tax
sehool voucher for prieate schools is
about §1,80, kswving more than 2600
wiih their public schoals (6 improve
the program for remaining students
Florida's public woucher plan leaves
=78 for the sdents who chose to
remain im public schools, while Mil:
wawies leaves £2,006 belind, [The New
York Times, June 3 This additional
money keft B public sdhools b these
vouxcher plans B available o inpooys
schoale It albows for smallsr claas
sipes, redsoiiroes o help all shadents suc-
ceed, the ability o address teacher
quality and thus raises expectations
for every child. Prelzmimary studies of
these programs show Improvements in
shadents across the board.

Maine is kenefiting from il own
vouscher program, as our unbgque solis-
thom in sparsely populated ares, in ase
for mare than a hundred vears In
Mame lowna withoul a school the fown
pays tudiion io another school, often of
e parents’ selerticn. Seventysix per
cent of Maine high schools accept fown
toition students and 30 percent of
Maine towns pav taition for soene or all
ol their shaderis 1o alfssd schonl.

A recent sliady by D Chrisiopker
Hasmons for the Milton and Boss [L
Friedman Poundation has looked ab

Bersy P CHAPMAN

Expand Maine’s education options

Uhe acsdsmyic performanis of Malnes
afipeniis, Df Hasimon: askid the
question, “Does comgetition impro
ifndent acsdemic perforsanc:?” He
[pimd thad the afewer |& vl
Comtralling for three Tdors — per
pupd spending. poverty males and popa-
latioin dewity — Tie Hamsmoes: foned
that the anly relevant TAcior Wi nesr-
mess Ao the lows aioring program
Hamimons examins] stabe el pesalls
and fousd “that high schools that arm
more expossd o the tem taitics
promess tesd o porfors betfor (Bam
high schools with 1iste beolveisent =
the tows taition g procesa. ™ Sofne may
mappret that thin gooeess csms Gom
parrmrts plekisg e best sehosols, rarher
than the sohoals improving 88 & resuln
of competilicn. But Hammons [l
that, "Tt & Lhe exposias 10 schod chaja
that s=ems to mattes nol ool demo-
graphics, Jocation ur indal spendleg. ™
D Hammoiis cofbcindsd that “wrhesn

Reprinted from Bangor Daily News, July 22, 2002. Circulation: 62,228
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paremts chonse whene o spend thedr
raiviom dnllers they seem to choose wise
I B Boumd the “posithve relationship
hetwean: hriton momey amd tost sooms
roveals that at 3 mimimom pirers ane
chonasing those schools that an prie
diaca better scores with their toition
momey ruther than schaals that pro-
dgea lower spores or schools where
thi moeey makes no dilference.
Muny are coocermed abont
Malne's dispariiy in school fumding
betwean Mama's wealthy and poor
selonl distmicts. Howower, D Ham.
minks foomd that low-impome sto.
demts in “high competition™ areas
cagtperformed Jow-income students
in “mo competition” aress. In order
1 tnke sdvaniage of the benefits
competition hrings to edweation, our
Lagislaiura and pBew pOVECROT
shoubd immediataly take sicps o
alimieate the “no competition®
areas, pemoving this impediment

Betsy Chapman and | attended the Children First America Annual Conference in
Denver, Colorado this year. | learned something new every time | turned around.
Some of the topics discussed were fundraising, board development, media and par-
ents organizations. We were particularly interested to see how tax credits have
helped families in Arizona, Florida and Pennsylvania. We picked up many ideas.

Betsy and | are working on getting parent groups together, and in August we will
have a board development meeting. We will celebrate Education Freedom week at
the Bangor Mall, October 8-11.

Finally, I would like to thank Mike and Donna Watson and Ron Harris for hosting
the CFA conference this year. We look forward to bringing all we’ve learned to
benefit our Maine families.

for thousands of students.
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Maine Children’s SCHolarship Fund

We Get Letters from Scholarship Families

hen it was time to
enroll my oldest
son, Joseph (now
age 9), in school, | knew that he
needed to be in a small class
environment; he’s never been one
for crowds. Also at that time, the
tragic shooting occurred in
Columbine High School. So, like
many other parents, | became
even more concerned about my
son’s safety at the school he would
attend (even though | realized that
an event like Columbine could
happen anywhere). Houlton and its
surrounding communities do not
offer many schooling options.
Instead of public school, | turned to

the Greater Houlton Christian
Academy. | toured the school,
talked with parents and met with
staff there. GHCA offers small class
sizes, a safe, caring environment, a
challenging curriculum, dedicated
teachers and spirituality. My deci-
sion was made — the benefits of
sending my sons to GHCA were
tremendous.

As their mom, | look forward
to hearing about their school
days, helping with homework,
volunteering in the classroom,
baking for those bake sales,
attending special events and so
much more. | look forward to
watching them grow into intelli-

gent, compassionate, happy
young men.

GHCA's tuition continues to
be low compared to that of other
private schools in Maine. On my
small income, | have wondered
how | will get both boys through.
Because of the generosity of the
MeCSF contributors, the financial
worry has been eased a bit. | am
truly grateful to you; my boys are
grateful to you. Again, thank you
so very much for your generosity.”

Sincerely,
Scholarship winner

hank you so much for
the funds you have
contributed to the
Maine Children’s Scholarship
Fund. Not only do those funds
help home schoolers to get a
better quality education, but those
funds also aid parents who other
wise could not send their children

“Earning this scholarship would mean a lot
to me. As mentioned before, | place a great
importance on schooling. The funding
would not only further my education and
profit me; it could someday be used,
through me, to benefit my community.”
Hannah, 9th grade

“l have an older brother who goes to a
public school and he says as you walk
down the halls people are selling drugs. He
also finds that because there are so many
students and so few teachers, it is difficult

to private schools. Not every par-
ent is able to afford private school
tuitions or spend the time teaching
his own child. Those of us who live
in northern Maine experience a
very different economy than those
in southern Maine and we do not
always have money beyond the
bills to pay for private school.

Listen to our Families:

These are quotes from families that are on our waiting list. Each child
and parent had something to tell us and we would like to pass it on.

to get the help he needs in his
subjects...My education means more to me
than | can put into words. Any amount
would help. | want nothing more than for
this dream to come true.”

Daisy, 10th grade

“One major challenge in having little
income is the overall investment of the
time and energy required to piece together
a lively, effective home schooling program
within a shoestring budget...In an attempt
to meet these additional needs | use a

Your donations are helping to
build youth strong in both charac-
ter and academic achievement...
Thank you so much for your help!”

Sincerely,
Scholarship winner

combination of strategies. For instance, |
borrow resources, make extensive use of
libraries, purchase used and discounted
materials, produce teaching aids and
worksheets by hand, have the boys share a
single textbook, erase old workbook to use
again, and photocopy extensively...Thank
you for this fun opportunity to introduce
my children to you, and share a few of the
many reasons why financial assistance
could benefit them tremendously.”

Diane, parent



